Suggestions For Administering Bio Writing Prompt:

Day 1:

1. Review the prompt and be sure to go over the background material with your students thoroughly.

2. Spend at least part of the day on the pre-writing piece.  You may provide students feedback on their prewriting.  

3. Review the rubric with students before they begin pre-writing, and again when they begin writing.

4. Do not allow the students to take the pre-writing or any part of the writing prompt home.

Day 2:  

1.  Review rubric again.

2. Students should have the rubric in front of the when writing.  Encourage students to refer to rubric before handing in their writing.

3. Emphasize for students that they should use their science knowledge to explain the concepts (highlighted in the vocabulary).  It is not only about explaining CF, it is about using their reasoning skills with what they’ve learned about genetics.

4. Do not allow students to have the CF article in front of them when they are writing, in order to reduce copying.  Please xerox the prompt on half-sheets for the day of the prompt adminstration.  Students may have their pre-writing in order to write. 

5. Students must complete their writing in the time allowed.  Be sure to allow ample time, and provide alternate activities for students who finish quickly.

Suggestions for Post-Prompt Activities:

1. Go over prompts, show 4, 3, 2, 1 papers,  give them back papers, have them revise it after discussion with another student.

2. Have students score some essays, and write a critique on the essay, including a rationale on why they gave it a particular score. 

3. Provide rubric, discuss it, what can they do to improve their own writing?

4. Homework assignment:  revise essay.  

5. Evidence and use of data:  how do scientists do it in their own writing?  Compare students’ writing with science writing.

