Student’s Name:

                                                                                                          Date:

Bringing Back Native Biome for Birds, Insects, and Mammals

Each student will work on one of the following Biome Teams – Riparian Woodland, Freshwater Marsh, Valley Grassland, or Oak Woodland.  These biomes are part of the Central Valley’s natural ecosystems and are important biomes that we are restoring on our SLEWS field days.  You will work with this team to learn about a specific biome and teach other students about it.

Activity 1: Native Biome Website/Posters

Part 1:  Create Biome Website/Posters (2 class periods)

Each biome team will create a Website/Poster on one of the native biomes.    The Website/Poster should be colorful, informative, and creative.  Use the Biome Fact sheets provided and the internet to create your Website/Poster.  Each team will present this Website/Poster to their fellow students so they can learn about that biome. The Website/Posters will be used by your fellow students for a Biome Scavenger Hunt so make sure it is neat and readable. Include the following information on your Website/Poster. Assign each team member to a different part of the Website/Poster.

1. The name of the biome
2. Where this biome is found in California

3. A description of the biome
4. Pictures and/or drawings of the biome
5. Pictures and/or drawings of the plants, birds, insects, and mammals that live in that biome
6. Interesting facts about the biome
7. An explanation about why this biome is important

8. Conservation Status and Threats

Part 2:  Present Your Team’s Biome Website/Poster (1 class period)

· Each team will have 10 minutes to present its Website/Poster to the class.  Each team member needs to participate by sharing one part of the Website/Poster.  Share what you learned about your biome with your other classmates.  

Part 3:  Biome Scavenger Hunt and Trivial Pursuit (1 class period)
· Using the Biome Website/Posters posted around the classroom, fill out the Biome Scavenger Hunt Questionnaire. Keep this questionnaire to help you play a Trivial Pursuit Game.  

· After you complete your scavenger hunt questionnaire, write 4 questions about your biome on the index cards that will be used for a Native Biome Trivial Pursuit Game. Turn in your questions to the teacher. 

Activity 2:  Biome Food Webs

Part 1.  Create Plant and Animal Identification Cards (2-3 class periods)

Each Biome team will create a powerpoint or comic life or educreation or iMovie trailer presentation featuring different plants and animals that live in that biome. You will choose one plant, insect, or mammal (3 cards) and create an identification card that includes information about where it lives, how it grows and how it interacts with other living things in its environment.

1.  Riparian Woodland:  Willows, Western Sycamore, Valley Oak, Osprey, Pipevine, Pipevine Swallowtail, Tiger Swallowtail, Wood Ducks, Belted Kingfisher, Great Horned Owl, Jumping Beetles, Yellow Billed Cuckoo, Chinook Salmon, Rainbow Steelhead Trout

2.  Freshwater Marsh:  Rushes, Sedges, Cattails, Willow,  Minnows, Beavers, Green Heron, Black birds, Black Crowned Night Heron, Egret, Bufflehead, Red Tailed Hawk

3. Valley Grassland:  Deer Grass, Purple Needle Grass, Creeping Wild Rye, California Brome, Grasshoppers, Leopard Lizard, Praire Falcon , Coyotes, Barn Owl, American Kestral, Blue Birds, Black Tailed Deer, White Tailed Kite

4.  Oak Woodland:  Blue Oak, Interior Live Oak, Freemont Cottonwood, Coffeeberry, Pink Flowering Currant, Manzanita, Acorn Woodpecker, California Quail, Gall Wasps, Kangoroo Rats, Meadow Mice, Bats 

Instructions:

Create your ID card (one slide) using Powerpoint or other media tools mentioned above.  Your Biome team will create a slide presentation of the different plants and animals that live in your biome.  For your ID card include the following information:

1. Common Name and Latin Name

2. A Picture from internet

3. What biomes can you find it in?

4. What does it eat?

5. What eats it?

6. Where does it nest or hide?

7. What other specific environmental conditions does it need to live?

8. Other interesting facts.

Part 2:  Create a Biome Food Web (1 class period)
· Once your group has created its ID cards, print out the Power Point or other media slides mentioned previously.  

· Cut the slides into individual paper id cards and paste them on construction paper.

· Using string, create a food web to show how your different plants, insects, birds, and mammals are connected. Show us who eats whom!

·  Each Biome group will present their food web and biome to the other students.

· Include your food web on your website.

      Part 3:  Biome Scavenger Hunt and Trivial Pursuit (1 class period)

·  After the food webs are posted on the website, fill out the Food Web Scavenger Hunt Questionnaire.  Keep these answers to play Biome Trivial Pursuit. Then write 4 questions on the index cards about the plants and animals in your biome for Trivial Pursuit.

