Name: _____________________
Per: _____
Date: ______________


Who Can’t Wait to Vaccinate!?!

Physiology Writing Prompt  

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.hindujagruti.org/hinduism/knowledge/out/images/1216655296_Eczema1.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 


    
DryDitch fever is a disease that recently has been in the headlines.  The rate of infection has been on the rise since the spring season and the Center for Disease Control (CDC) has recently declared the outbreak of DryDitch fever to be of epidemic proportions.  DryDitch fever results in patchy, itchy, scaly skin from head to toe, cotton-mouth, respiratory distress and fever upwards of 104 degrees.  

A limited amount of DryDitch Fever vaccine is available.  There are approximately 120 million doses of the vaccine available but an estimated 210 million individuals are in need of the vaccine.  You are the director of the CDC for Northern California.  You must decide which age groups are to receive the DryDitch Fever vaccine first.  Create a press release explaining which age groups you have chosen to receive the current vaccine first.  Use the age group breakdowns that are presented in the data tables.  Use the data tables and information provided to determine which age group(s) is most at need of the vaccine and support your choice with evidence.  Prioritize who is to receive the vaccine and indicate the number of doses you would give to each age group.  Use the template on the next page for your press release.
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DryDitch Fever Outbreak Data
Researchers estimate that about 30 to 40 percent of disease transmission will occur in households and about 20 percent in schools. Using numbers from an outbreak at a private New York City school this spring, the model suggests that a typical school-age child will infect an average of 2.4 other kids at his or her school. The team also found that the fever will probably spread through September and peak in mid- to late-October.  Current estimates suggest that between 110 million and 140 million doses of vaccine will be ready by mid-October, with another 50 million by the end of the year. 
DryDitch Fever Outbreak Data Tables


Pattern of Infection leading to Outbreak
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Number of Individuals Infected per Age Group
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Number of Individuals Hospitalized per Age Group
[image: image5.png]Hospitalizations per 100,000 Population in Ac
coup.

0-4Yrs 524Yrs 2549 Yrs 50-64 Yrs.
Age Group

Hosptatzatians wihurknown ages ar nt ncuded 1=273)
“Rate 10010 by Sige st Age Groups: Denominaor sorce: 208 Consus Esimates, U, Consus Bureay at
T e ey oo e S0 A (CATA RELEZE

265 Yrs





Number of Deaths per Age Group
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Graphic Organizer
	Age Group
	Pros 

(for choosing them to vaccinate first)
	Cons

(against them to vaccinate first)

	0-4 years
	
	

	5-24 years
	
	

	25-49 years
	
	

	50-64 years
	
	

	> 65 years
	
	


Press Release Template
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Contact:
Contact Person
Company Name
Telephone Number
Fax Number
Email Address
Web site address

Headline

City, State, Date — Opening Paragraph (should contain: who, what, when, where, why):

Remainder of body text – This should include:

1. An explanation of the CDC’s decision regarding the distribution of the disease “X” vaccine.  You need to include support from the data provided.  

2. An explanation of how the vaccine will affect the immune systems of those receiving it.  In other words—how does a vaccine work?

3. Two quotes from staff members, industry experts or concerned citizens about their reaction to the decisions the CDC has made (you will need to make up your own quotes—or you can ask people you know for their response to your decision).

If your press release is more than one page do the following:

· Write “-more-” at the bottom of the first page

· Write an abbreviated (shortened) headline at the top of  page 2

· Continue your press release text below the abbreviated headline

At the end of your press release please write:

· For additional information, contact: (list all your contact information)

Then center “# # #” at the bottom of the page to indicate that that press release is finished.
