Cell Biology Writing Prompt

New Discovery!
NASA has brought back rocks from a deep space expedition.  Scientists were shocked and excited to find single celled organisms embedded in the rocks.  You are a world-renowned cell biologist and they bring the rocks with the cell samples to you for identification.  They would like you to ID the type of cell life and classify as either plant or animal.  You will need to investigate the cell’s organelles and behavior in order to do so.

Investigation!
· The membrane appears to have 2 layers that allows some items to enter the cell, but not others

· Tests show high amounts of glucose in the cells.

· The cell has a membrane bound nucleus that holds genetic information.

· Cell scan:
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Your task:

Write an article for the National Geographic that explains how you classified the cell.  You must include the following in your article:

· Organelles observed

· Type of cell

· Why you think you are correct

	WORD BANK

Prokaryote                                                   Eukaryote                                           Cell Membrane

Organelle                                                      Animal Cell                                         Plant Cell

Chloroplast                                                  Glucose                                                Semipermeable

Photosynthesis


Please discuss what you will write first in a group.  Use the graphic organizer to guide your discussion and writing. Use only the words in the word bank that are necessary for your explanation.

	What are the characteristics of prokaryotic and eukaryotic cells?

Why is it important to identify this particular cell?



	Key organelles observed


	Behaviors observed
	Questions to ask

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


