Agriculture Government
Class Syllabus 2014-2015
Instructor:  Mrs. Stoops

briana.stoops@wjusd.org

Phone #: 916-365-2474
I.  
Course Description

The goals of this course are to increase understanding of the American political system, its framework, traditions and values, and policy that relates to agriculture.  We will examine in detail the principal processes and institutions through which the political system functions, as well as some of the public policies that these institutions implement.  Students will complete projects in government design and election processes.  There will be 1-2 field trips relating to agriculture government and economics this year.  Students will also participate in FFA and record keeping.  Grades will be updated on School Loop weekly.  Class and FFA information will be posted on the teacher website: www.agteacherstoops.weebly.com.
II.
Course Objectives

1.
Demonstrate understanding of the development of the Constitution.

2.
Identify the different types of government.

3.
Show how social and political differences are important to political outcomes.

4.
Understand the responsibilities and relationships between the branches of government.

5.
Participate in and run a mini-mock congress.

III.
Grading System



    Grading Scale




	20%
	Class Participation

	40%
	Projects

	30%
	Classwork/Tests/Quizzes

	10%
	FFA/SAE


	90-100%
	A
	
	60-69%
	D

	80-89%
	B
	
	59% or below
	F

	70-79%
	C
	
	
	



Grading Procedures

1. All assignments are to be completed in blue or black ink or pencil.

2. Late assignments will receive a 33% reduction in points per day late and will not be accepted after the 3rd day.

3. Students are expected to come to the instructor before or after school in order to pick up or make up any assignments that were missed through excused absences.  Students have 1 day for every day of absence to make up the work.  If an assignment is due the day a student is absent, they are expected to turn it in on the day they return.
4. Students are expected to keep a spiral notebook with all assignments.

5. Extra credit opportunities will be announced by the teacher throughout the year.

6. The participation portion of the grade is based on daily attendance points.  Unexcused absences will result in 0 points and excused absences will have the opportunity to do an alternate assignment to make up points.
IV.
FFA & SAE Responsibilities

The FFA portion of the grade is evaluated by participation in 3 FFA leadership development events per semester.  Each student in Agriculture Education is required to take part in a Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE).  This is an agriculturally related project that nets at least 10 hours of work and the completion of the FFA Record Book.  More information will be given to the students in class.
V.
Class Rules
1. All school and district rules and dress codes will be enforced.

2. Bring class materials daily and be in your assigned seat when the bell rings.

3. Non-class related items will be confiscated.  Cell phones and other electronic devices are not to be seen or heard during class unless instructed by the teacher.

Consequences

1. Verbal warning

2. After school detention with Mrs. Stoops
3. After school detention and a call home

4. Further disruptions or a severe disruption such as fighting, safety issues, or disrespectful behavior will result in a referral to the VP.
VI.
Course Content
Units of Instruction:

- FFA





- Agricultural Policy
- The Constitution



- Comparative Governments
- American Government


- Federalism

- Civil Liberties



- Branches of Government
- Elections

Please sign and return the bottom portion to Mrs. Stoops no later than Friday, August 29th for 25 points.  Extra credit will be given if returned by Friday, August 22nd.
-------------------------------------------------  cut here  --------------------------------------------------
We have read and understand the above policies and procedures for the Agriculture Government Course.  I understand that Mrs. Stoops covered the syllabus information completely during class.  I will abide by all policies and procedures set out for this class.

Student Name (printed): ________________________________

Signature of Student:  ________________________________
Date:  ________________

Signature of Parent:  _________________________________
Date:  ________________
