WJUSD Biology Essential Scoring Rubric

3 is a passing score

	1

No thesis statement
	No use of scientific evidence

Response not tied directly to prompt

Severe readability issues (can’t be read)

Brief and undeveloped (too short) 

Little or no content vocabulary used or vocabulary used incorrectly 

	2

No clear thesis statement (weak stance or no position taken)
	Rests argument primarily upon opinion with limited scientific evidence or support provided

Factually incorrect or misinterpreted statements from the prompt or reading

Serious readability issues that significantly impact the meaning

Incomplete or incorrect structure

Few content vocabulary words are used correctly

	3

Thesis is not easily recognizable


	Misuse of evidence, or argument tests more on opinion than evidence

Some insight into issues or principles but show scientific reasoning errors

Noticeable readability and/or structural issues

Minimal content vocabulary used; roughly half the vocabulary is used correctly

	4

Thesis is recognizable


	Multiple examples of evidence used

Draws reasonable scientific conclusions from evidence

No factual problems that significantly impact accuracy or meaning

Few readability problems, not enough to impact understanding

Majority of appropriate structure features

Significant amount of content vocabulary used; most vocabulary words are used correctly

	5

Has a clear thesis


	Provides scientific evidence from a variety of sources

Reasonable conclusions

Holds the reader’s interest

No noticeable readability issues

No structural issues

Follows the proper format

Demonstrates critical or creative application of evidence

Strong use of the content vocabulary and used correctly


WJUSD Biology Essential Scoring Rubric

3 is a passing score

	1

No thesis statement
	No use of scientific evidence

Response not tied directly to prompt

Severe readability issues (can’t be read)

Brief and undeveloped (too short) 

Little or no content vocabulary used or vocabulary used incorrectly 

	2

No clear thesis statement (weak stance or no position taken)
	Rests argument primarily upon opinion with limited scientific evidence or support provided

Factually incorrect or misinterpreted statements from the prompt or reading

Serious readability issues that significantly impact the meaning

Incomplete or incorrect structure

Few content vocabulary words are used correctly

	3

Thesis is not easily recognizable


	Misuse of evidence, or argument tests more on opinion than evidence

Some insight into issues or principles but show scientific reasoning errors

Noticeable readability and/or structural issues

Minimal content vocabulary used; roughly half the vocabulary is used correctly

	4

Thesis is recognizable


	Multiple examples of evidence used

Draws reasonable scientific conclusions from evidence

No factual problems that significantly impact accuracy or meaning

Few readability problems, not enough to impact understanding

Majority of appropriate structure features

Significant amount of content vocabulary used; most vocabulary words are used correctly

	5

Has a clear thesis


	Provides scientific evidence from a variety of sources

Reasonable conclusions

Holds the reader’s interest

No noticeable readability issues

No structural issues

Follows the proper format

Demonstrates critical or creative application of evidence

Strong use of the content vocabulary and used correctly


